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India is an old culture. It has weathered many storms, invasions
and atrocities over thousands of years, yet it has come through in
its pristine spiritual essence. It is like a lotus flower. A Lotus
blossoms in marshy and muddy waters, but never looses its purity
and purpose to beautify its environment and be worthy of being
offered to the Gods at the alter. A Lotus is a symbol of the Self.
It must endure the marshy and muddy waters of the life. The
events in India offer us a challenge and an opportunity to
crystallize our Lotus Nature. We must endure the darkness and
the shadow of our own nature and the collective and yet respond
from our Lotus nature - from a place of Hope and Compassion for
the victims and the perpetrators who are so disconnected from
their Soul.

As a Hindu, an Indian, as an American Citizen of Indian Origin,
and as a citizen of this small planet with a few Billion humans,
it saddens me deeply to see the brutal and soulless attack on my
quaint, old, peaceful, democratic homeland. The peoples of India
and the rest of the civilized world should respond to these
atrocities with all the political might of a global community and
do all within its powers to bring the terrorists and their sponsors
to justice. The Indian Government should do all that is humanly
possible to secure its boundaries and deter future attacks.

What India and the rest of the civilized world should resist
doing, however justified it may seem, is to respond to terrorist in
kind with violence and force. This brings us to their low ground,
rather than to respond from high moral ground. It snags our ego
to respond from our dark and muddy side, rather than out of our
Lotus nature. It legitimizes the terror as an instrument of
exchange in civil society and gives the dark side the power to
dictate the mode of dialogue. Let us not give that power to the
terror mongers. Even if we get evidence that the rogue aspects of
a foreign regime are collusive with these atrocities, let us
collaborate with their more pristine elements and bring the
debate to a higher threshold. This is India’s response. This is a
response of the land of Krishna, Buddha, Tagore, Maulana Azad,
Kabir and Mahatma Gandhi. This is our Lotus Nature. Let the
sacrifice of the victims not go in vain. Let the blood shed by the
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great sacrifice of those who were murdered be the elixir of peace
for the rest of humanity.

"This is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many,"

Mark 14: 17-25
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