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P r e s e n t a z i o n e  

 
Una società che fa dell’immediatezza il suo principale alleato, tanto da definire “reale” quel tempo che si afferma annullando se stesso, è 

una società che crede di poter fare a meno di tutte quelle strutture di intermediazione dove la creazione del valore (economico, sociale, 
individuale) emerge attraverso la dimensione diacronica del tempo della durata, anziché attraverso quella sincronica dell’istantaneità. In un 
simile quadro, si impone la questione di quale concezione di dèmos possa ancora risultare plausibile e se sia ancora possibile parlare di “popolo” in 
senso propriamente politico. Può esserci ancora humanitas (il termine con cui si nomina la solidarietà, la giustizia, l’uguaglianza, il 
riconoscimento e quindi l’inclusività) là dove l’individualismo delle nostre società sembra essere solo in grado di prestare attenzione alle necessità 
della particolarità? E senza humanitas può ancora darsi un dèmos così come lo hanno pensato idealmente le democrazie moderne? E ancora: se 
proprio non è possibile farne a meno, vi è modo di pensare la particolarità senza dover rinunciare all’universalità? Senza dunque cedere alle derive 
regressive ed esclusiviste dell’éthnos? L’odierna crisi della democrazia riflette l’affermarsi di rivendicazioni identitarie dove le ragioni della 
divisività fanno premio su quelle della coesione e della mutua responsabilità. Ma là dove una società perde il senso della comunità, quale idea di 
dèmos può ancora sopravvivere? Naturalmente, ci sono buone ragioni per spiegare questa deriva. La vulnerabilità della democrazia richiede un 
esercizio di costante manutenzione. I suoi valori o trovano il modo di incarnarsi nelle nostre pratiche di vita o rimangono vuoti simulacri. Non 
possono, cioè, sopravvivere nel solo regno delle idee. Occorre che essi trovino lo spazio e le risorse per essere agiti quotidianamente. In assenza di ciò, 
vi è solo risentimento, aggressività e conflitto. Tutto ciò è oggi all’ordine del giorno a diversi livelli del vivere sociale: basti pensare all’impasse in 
cui è finita l’attività lavorativa, dove alla continua richiesta di incremento della performatività corrisponde una capacità di rappresentanza in 
costante declino, con appunto tutti gli effetti di fragilizzazione e di rancore che ciò comporta. In questo scenario, la posta in gioco non è 
semplicemente la tenuta di istituzioni formali, ma la possibilità stessa di ricostruire un orizzonte di senso condiviso in cui il dèmos non coincida 
né con la somma di individui autoreferenziali né con il ripiegamento identitario dell’éthnos. Se la democrazia vuole sottrarsi alla logica 
dell’istantaneità e alla frammentazione che ne deriva, deve tornare a investire sul tempo lungo delle pratiche, delle relazioni e delle mediazioni, là 
dove l’universalità non cancella la particolarità ma la rende intelligibile e comunicabile. L’humanitas, allora, non può essere pensata come un 
residuo morale di un passato idealizzato, bensì come un compito politico sempre incompiuto, che richiede luoghi, tempi e dispositivi capaci di 
sostenere l’esperienza della reciprocità e della mutua responsabilità. Solo in questa prospettiva il demos può riacquistare spessore, non come dato 
immediato o identità chiusa, ma come costruzione storica fragile e continuamente esposta, che vive della cura quotidiana dei suoi legami e della 
capacità di riconoscere, nel conflitto stesso, una possibilità di coesione e di futuro condiviso. 

 
 

P r e s e n t a t i o n  
 

A society that makes immediacy its main ally, to the extent that it defines as ‘real’ that time which asserts itself by cancelling itself out, is a 
society that believes it can do without all those intermediary structures where the creation of value (economic, social, individual) emerges through 
the diachronic dimension of duration, rather than through the synchronic dimension of instantaneity. In such a context, the question arises as to 
what conception of dèmos can still be plausible and whether it is still possible to speak of ‘people’ in a strictly political sense. Can there still be 
humanitas (the term used to refer to solidarity, justice, equality, recognition, and therefore inclusiveness) where the individualism of our societies 
seems only capable of paying attention to the needs of particularity? And without humanitas, can there still be a dèmos as ideally conceived by 
modern democracies? And again: if it is really impossible to do without it, is there a way of thinking about particularity without having to 
renounce universality? Without, therefore, giving in to the regressive and exclusivist tendencies of éthnos? Today’s crisis of democracy reflects the 
rise of identity claims where the reasons for division take precedence over those of cohesion and mutual responsibility. But where a society loses its 
sense of community, what idea of démos can still survive? Of course, there are good reasons to explain this drift. The vulnerability of democracy 
requires constant maintenance. Its values either find a way to be embodied in our practices of life or remain empty simulacra. That is, they cannot 
survive in the realm of ideas alone. They need to find the space and resources to be acted upon on a daily basis. In the absence of this, there is only 
resentment, aggression, and conflict. All this is now commonplace at various levels of social life: just think of the impasse in which work has ended 
up, where the constant demand for increased performance is matched by a steadily declining capacity for representation, with all the effects of 
fragility and resentment that this entails. In this scenario, what is at stake is not simply the stability of formal institutions, but the very possibility 
of rebuilding a shared horizon of meaning, in which the démos does not coincide with either the sum of self-referential individuals or the identity-
based retreat of the éthnos. If democracy wants to escape the logic of instantaneity and the fragmentation that comes with it, it must return to 
investing in the long term of practices, relationships, and mediations, where universality does not erase particularity but makes it intelligible and 
communicable. Humanitas, then, cannot be thought of as a moral residue of an idealized past, but rather as an ever-unfinished political task that 
requires places, times, and devices capable of sustaining the experience of reciprocity and mutual responsibility. Only in this perspective can the 
demos regain depth, not as an immediate given or a closed identity, but as a fragile and continuously exposed historical construction, which thrives 
on the daily care of its bonds and the ability to recognise, in conflict itself, a possibility for cohesion and a shared future. 
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P r e s e n t a t i o n  

 
Une société qui fait de l'immédiateté son principal allié, au point de définir comme « réel » ce temps qui s'affirme en annulant soi-même, 

est une société qui croit pouvoir se passer de toutes ces structures d'intermédiation où la création de valeur (économique, sociale, individuelle) 
émerge à travers la dimension diachronique du temps de la durée, plutôt qu'à travers celle, synchronique, de l'instantanéité. Dans un tel contexte, 
la question se pose de savoir quelle conception du dèmos peut encore être plausible et s'il est encore possible de parler de « peuple » au sens 
proprement politique. Peut-il encore y avoir humanitas (le terme qui désigne la solidarité, la justice, l'égalité, la reconnaissance et donc 
l'inclusivité) là où l'individualisme de nos sociétés semble seulement capable de prêter attention aux besoins de la particularité ? Et sans 
humanitas, peut-il encore y avoir un dèmos tel que l'ont idéalement conçu les démocraties modernes ? Et encore : s'il n'est vraiment pas possible de 
s'en passer, y a-t-il un moyen de penser la particularité sans renoncer à l'universalité ? Sans céder aux dérives régressives et exclusivistes de l'éthnos 
? La crise actuelle de la démocratie reflète l'affirmation de revendications identitaires où les raisons de la division l'emportent sur celles de la 
cohésion et de la responsabilité mutuelle. Mais là où une société perd le sens de la communauté, quelle idée de dèmos peut encore survivre ? Bien 
sûr, il y a de bonnes raisons pour expliquer cette dérive. La vulnérabilité de la démocratie nécessite un exercice d'entretien constant. Si ses valeurs 
ne trouvent pas le moyen de s’incarner dans nos pratiques de vie, elles restent des simulacres vides. Elles ne peuvent donc pas survivre dans le seul 
domaine des idées. Elles doivent trouver l'espace et les ressources nécessaires pour être mises en œuvre quotidiennement. En l'absence de cela, il n'y a 
que ressentiment, agressivité et conflit. Tout cela est aujourd'hui à l'ordre du jour à différents niveaux de la vie sociale : il suffit de penser à 
l'impasse dans laquelle se trouve le monde du travail, où la demande constante d'augmentation de la performance correspond à une capacité de 
représentation en déclin constant, avec tous les effets de fragilisation et de rancœur que cela implique. Dans ce scénario, l'enjeu n'est pas 
simplement le maintien des institutions formelles, mais la possibilité même de reconstruire un horizon de sens partagé dans lequel le dèmos ne 
coïncide ni avec la somme d'individus autoréférentiels ni avec le repli identitaire de l'éthnos. Si la démocratie veut échapper à la logique de 
l'instantanéité et à la fragmentation qui en découle, elle doit revenir à investir dans le temps long des pratiques, des relations et des médiations, là 
où l'universalité n'efface pas la particularité mais la rend intelligible et communicable. L'humanitas ne peut donc être considérée comme un résidu 
moral d'un passé idéalisé, mais plutôt comme une tâche politique toujours inachevée, qui nécessite des lieux, des temps et des dispositifs capables de 
soutenir l'expérience de la réciprocité et de la responsabilité mutuelle. Ce n'est que dans cette perspective que le demos peut retrouver toute sa 
profondeur, non pas comme une donnée immédiate ou une identité fermée, mais comme une construction historique fragile et continuellement 
exposée, qui vit de l'entretien quotidien de ses liens et de sa capacité à reconnaître, dans le conflit lui-même, une possibilité de cohésion et d'avenir 
partagé. 
 
 

P r ä s e n t a t i o n  
 

Eine Gesellschaft, die die Unmittelbarkeit zu ihrem wichtigsten Verbündeten macht, so sehr, dass sie jene Zeit als „real“ definiert, die sich 
selbst aufhebt, ist eine Gesellschaft, die glaubt, auf all jene Vermittlungsstrukturen verzichten zu können, in denen die Schaffung von 
(wirtschaftlichem, sozialem, individuellem) Wert durch die diachrone Dimension der Dauer und nicht durch die synchrone Dimension der 
Unmittelbarkeit entsteht. In einem solchen Rahmen stellt sich die Frage, welche Vorstellung von dèmos noch plausibel sein kann und ob es noch 
möglich ist, im eigentlichen politischen Sinne von „Volk” zu sprechen. Kann es noch humanitas (der Begriff, mit dem Solidarität, Gerechtigkeit, 
Gleichheit, Anerkennung und damit Inklusivität bezeichnet werden) geben, wo der Individualismus unserer Gesellschaften nur in der Lage zu 
sein scheint, auf die Bedürfnisse der Besonderheit zu achten? Und kann es ohne humanitas noch einen dèmos geben, wie ihn sich die modernen 
Demokratien idealerweise vorgestellt haben? Und weiter: Wenn es wirklich nicht möglich ist, darauf zu verzichten, gibt es dann eine Möglichkeit, 
das Besondere zu denken, ohne auf das Allgemeine verzichten zu müssen? Ohne also den regressiven und exklusivistischen Tendenzen des éthnos 
nachzugeben? Die heutige Krise der Demokratie spiegelt das Aufkommen identitärer Forderungen wider, bei denen die Gründe für Spaltung 
Vorrang vor denen für Zusammenhalt und gegenseitige Verantwortung haben. Aber wo eine Gesellschaft den Sinn für Gemeinschaft verliert, 
welche Idee von dèmos kann dann noch überleben? Natürlich gibt es gute Gründe, die diese Entwicklung erklären. Die Verletzlichkeit der 
Demokratie erfordert eine ständige Pflege. Ihre Werte müssen entweder in unseren Lebenspraktiken Gestalt annehmen oder sie bleiben leere 
Scheinbilder. Sie können also nicht allein im Reich der Ideen überleben. Sie müssen den Raum und die Ressourcen finden, um täglich gelebt zu 
werden. Fehlen diese, gibt es nur Ressentiments, Aggressivität und Konflikte. All dies ist heute auf verschiedenen Ebenen des sozialen Lebens an der 
Tagesordnung: Man denke nur an die Sackgasse, in die die Arbeitswelt geraten ist, wo der ständigen Forderung nach Leistungssteigerung eine 
ständig abnehmende Repräsentationsfähigkeit gegenübersteht, mit all den damit verbundenen Auswirkungen wie Fragilisierung und 
Ressentiments. In diesem Szenario geht es nicht nur um den Erhalt formaler Institutionen, sondern um die Möglichkeit, einen gemeinsamen 
Sinnhorizont wiederherzustellen, in dem der dèmos weder mit der Summe selbstbezogener Individuen noch mit der identitären Rückbesinnung 
des ethnos übereinstimmt. Wenn die Demokratie sich der Logik der Unmittelbarkeit und der daraus resultierenden Fragmentierung entziehen 
will, muss sie wieder in die Langzeitwirkung von Praktiken, Beziehungen und Vermittlungen investieren, wo Universalität das Besondere nicht 
auslöscht, sondern verständlich und kommunizierbar macht. Die humanitas kann daher nicht als moralischer Rest einer idealisierten 
Vergangenheit betrachtet werden, sondern als eine immer unvollendete politische Aufgabe, die Orte, Zeiten und Mittel erfordert, die in der Lage 
sind, die Erfahrung der Gegenseitigkeit und der gegenseitigen Verantwortung zu unterstützen. Nur in dieser Perspektive kann der Demos wieder 
an Bedeutung gewinnen, nicht als unmittelbare Gegebenheit oder geschlossene Identität, sondern als fragiles und ständig exponiertes historisches 
Konstrukt, das von der täglichen Pflege seiner Bindungen und der Fähigkeit lebt, im Konflikt selbst eine Möglichkeit des Zusammenhalts und 
einer gemeinsamen Zukunft zu erkennen. 
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I n  memor i am 

 
 

 
 
 

Dal 2021, la Fondazione Eranos dedica i suoi Convegni annuali (Eranos Tagungen) a una figura straordinaria della 
storia della medicina contemporanea, il luminare Peter Anton Miescher (1923-2020), e a sua moglie Annatina (1924-2016), 
compagna di vita, interlocutrice privilegiata, pittrice sensibile. Desidera così esprimere la sua gratidune a due persone che in 
tempi e modalità diverse hanno mostrato un grande affetto nei confornti della dalla nostra istituzione. Pioniere nello studio 
delle malattie autoimmuni, Peter Anton Miescher è stato Professore di Medicina al Bellevue Medical Center dell’Università 
di New York; Professore e Direttore del Centro Trasfusionale e della Divisione di Ematologia clinica e sperimentale 
all’Università di Ginevra; Consulente di Immunoematologia clinica per l’Organizzazione Mondiale della Sanità; e 
Consulente per il Ministero della Sanità cinese. I suoi studi teorici e sperimentali, così come la sua pratica clinica, unite a 
uno spirito innovativo e intrepido, gli hanno consentito di fare importanti scoperte, il cui esito, in ultima analisi, è stato 
quello di rivoluzionare la cura delle malattie autoimmuni. Uomo di immensa cultura, collezionista e musicista, umanista 
curioso, negli ultimi anni della sua vita ha voluto condividere con la Fondazione Eranos l’organizzazione di due simposi 
extra-muros, svoltisi presso il museo del Castello di Tarasp (2018 e 2019), sulle grandi questioni esistenziali che interessano 
oggi le nostre società. L’amicizia di cui la Fondazione ha potuto beneficiare si è anche tradotta in una importante donazione. 
È un onore poter dedicare a lui il nostro Convegno annuale: un’occasione per conservarne e condividerne la memoria e 
dimostrare la nostra gratitudine. 
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Since 2021, the Eranos Foundation has dedicated their annual Conferences (Eranos Tagungen) to an extraordinary figure 

in the history of contemporary medicine, the luminary Peter Anton Miescher (1923-2020), and to his wife Annatina (1924-
2016), a life companion, privileged interlocutor, and sensitive painter. It thus wishes to express its gratidune to two people who at 
different times and in different ways showed great affection in confornti of our institution. A pioneer in the study of autoimmune 
diseases, Peter Anton Miescher was Professor of Medicine at Bellevue Medical Center of New York University; Professor and 
Director of the Transfusion Center and Division of Clinical and Experimental Hematology at the University of Geneva; 
Consultant of Clinical Immunohematology to the World Health Organization; and Consultant for the Chinese Ministry of Health. 
His theoretical and experimental studies, as well as his clinical practice, combined with an innovative and intrepid spirit, allowed 
him to make important discoveries whose outcome, ultimately, was to revolutionize the treatment of autoimmune diseases. A man 
of immense culture, collector and musician, curious humanist, in the last years of his life he wanted to share with the Eranos 
Foundation the organization of two extra-muros symposia, held at the museum of Tarasp Castle (2018 and 2019), on the great 
existential questions that affect our societies today. The friendship from which the Foundation was able to benefit also took the form 
of an important donation. It is an honor to dedicate our annual Conference to him: an opportunity to preserve and share his 
memory and to express our gratitude. 
 
 

À partir de 2021, la Fondation Eranos consacrera ses conférences annuelles (Eranos Tagungen) à une figure extraordinaire 
de l'histoire de la médecine contemporaine, le célèbre Peter Anton Miescher (1923-2020), et à son épouse Annatina (1924-2016), 
compagne de vie, interlocutrice privilégiée et peintre sensible. Elle souhaite ainsi exprimer sa gratitude à deux personnes qui, à des 
moments et de différentes manières, ont témoigné une grande affection à notre institution. Pionnier dans l'étude des maladies auto-
immunes, Peter Anton Miescher a été professeur de médecine au Bellevue Medical Center de l'Université de New York ; professeur 
et directeur du Centre de transfusion sanguine et de la Division d'hématologie clinique et expérimentale à l'Université de Genève ; 
consultant en immuno-hématologie clinique pour l'Organisation mondiale de la santé et consultant pour le ministère chinois de la 
Santé. Ses études théoriques et expérimentales, ainsi que sa pratique clinique, associées à un esprit novateur et intrépide, lui ont 
permis de faire d'importantes découvertes qui ont finalement révolutionné le traitement des maladies auto-immunes. Homme d'une 
immense culture, collectionneur et musicien, humaniste curieux, il a souhaité, dans les dernières années de sa vie, partager avec la 
Fondation Eranos l'organisation de deux symposiums extra-muros, qui se sont tenus au musée du château de Tarasp (2018 et 
2019), sur les grandes questions existentielles qui préoccupent aujourd'hui nos sociétés. L'amitié dont la Fondation a pu bénéficier 
s'est également traduite par un don important. C’est un honneur de pouvoir lui dédier notre Conférence annuelle : une occasion de 
perpétuer et de partager son souvenir, et de lui témoigner notre gratitude. 

 
 
Ab 2021 widmet die Eranos-Stiftung ihre jährlichen Konferenzen (Eranos Tagungen) einer außergewöhnlichen 

Persönlichkeit der zeitgenössischen Medizingeschichte, dem Koryphäen Peter Anton Miescher (1923–2020), und seiner Frau 
Annatina (1924–2016), seiner Lebensgefährtin, privilegierten Gesprächspartnerin und sensiblen Malerin. Damit möchte sie zwei 
Menschen ihre Dankbarkeit aussprechen, die unserer Institution zu unterschiedlichen Zeiten und auf unterschiedliche Weise große 
Zuneigung entgegengebracht haben. Peter Anton Miescher, Pionier auf dem Gebiet der Erforschung von Autoimmunerkrankungen, 
war Professor für Medizin am Bellevue Medical Center der New York University, Professor und Direktor des 
Transfusionszentrums und der Abteilung für klinische und experimentelle Hämatologie an der Universität Genf, Berater für 
klinische Immunhämatologie für die Weltgesundheitsorganisation und Berater für das chinesische Gesundheitsministerium. Seine 
theoretischen und experimentellen Studien sowie seine klinische Praxis, verbunden mit einem innovativen und unerschrockenen 
Geist, ermöglichten ihm wichtige Entdeckungen, deren Ergebnis letztendlich eine Revolution in der Behandlung von 
Autoimmunerkrankungen war. Als Mann von immenser Kultur, Sammler und Musiker, neugieriger Humanist wollte er in den 
letzten Jahren seines Lebens gemeinsam mit der Eranos-Stiftung zwei externe Symposien organisieren, die im Museum des Schlosses 
Tarasp (2018 und 2019) stattfanden und sich mit den großen existenziellen Fragen befassten, die unsere Gesellschaften heute 
beschäftigen. Die Freundschaft, die der Stiftung zuteilwurde, hat sich auch in einer bedeutenden Spende niedergeschlagen. Es ist 
uns eine Ehre, ihm unsere jährliche Tagung zu widmen: eine Gelegenheit, sein Andenken zu bewahren und mit anderen zu teilen 
sowie unsere Dankbarkeit zum Ausdruck zu bringen. 
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PROGRAMMA GENERALE / GENERAL PROGRAM / PROGRAMME GÉNÉRAL / ALLGEMEINES PROGRAMM 

 
Mercoledì 9 settembre / Wednesday, September 9 / Mercredi 9 septembre / Mittwoch, 9. September

Eranos, Ascona-Moscia
  Arrivi e accoglienza / Arrival and welcome / Arrivées et accueil /

Ankunft und Empfang 
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

15h00-15h30 Registrazione e accoglienza dei partecipanti al Convegno /
Registration and welcome of Conference participants / Inscription 
et Acccueil des participants à la Conférence / Registrierung und 
Empfang der Tagungsteilnehmer

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal  

15h30-16h00 FABIO MERLINI: Apertura del Convegno / Opening of the
Conference / Ouverture de la Conférence / Eröffnung der 
Tagung 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

16h00-18h00 Per una entrata in materia / For an Introduction to the Topic
/ Pour une introduction au sujet / Als Einstieg in das Thema 
DIMITRI D’ANDREA 
ADRIANO FABRIS 
PANOS MANTZIARAS 
LEONARD MAZZONE 
SARANTIS THANOPULOS  
(Lectures in Italian)

Casa Gabriella, Eranos / Gabriella 
Hause, Eranos / Maison Gabriella, Eranos 
/ Gabriella-Haus, Eranos 

19h30-21h30 Cena (riservata agli Oratori e ai Docenti) / Dinner (reserved to
Lecturers and Faculty) / Souper (réservé aux Orateurs et 
Professeurs) / Abendessen (reserviert für Redner und Dozenten  

 



 
Giovedì 10 settembre / Thursday, September 10 / Jeudi 10 septembre / Donnerstag, 10. September 

Eranos, Ascona-Moscia
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

09h00-09h30 Registrazione e accoglienza dei partecipanti al Convegno / 
Registration and welcome of Conference participants / Inscription 
et Acccueil des participants à la Conférence / Registrierung und 
Empfang der Tagungsteilnehmer

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal  

09h30-10h00 FABIO MERLINI: Introduzione al Convegno / Introduction
to the Conference / Introduction au Conférence / Einführung 
in die Tagung 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

10h00-11h00 CÉLINE SPECTOR: “La nation contre la démocratie : 
généalogie d’une trahison” [‘The Nation Versus 
Democracy: The Origins of a Betrayal’] (Part I: “La nation, 
condition de la démocratie moderne”) (Lecture in French) 

 11h00-11h30 Pausa caffè / Coffee break / Pause café / Kaffeepause 
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

11h30-12h30 CÉLINE SPECTOR: “La nation contre la démocratie : 
généalogie d’une trahison” [‘The Nation Versus 
Democracy: The Origins of a Betrayal’] (Part II: “Le 
nationalisme ou la démocratie contre elle-même”) (Lecture 
in French) 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

12h30-13h00 Discussione / Discussion / Discussion / Diskussion 
Moderatore / Chair / Modérateur / Diskussionsleiter, 
FABIO MERLINI 

Casa Gabriella / Gabriella House / 
Maison Gabriella / Gabriella-Haus 

13h00-14h30 Pranzo / Lunch / Dîner / Mittagessen 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

14h30-15h30 LUIGI FERRAJOLI: “Per un costituzionalismo globale” 
[‘Toward a Global Constitutionalism’] (Part I) (Lecture in 
Italian) 

 15h30-16h00 Pausa / Break / Pause / Pause
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

16h00-17h00 LUIGI FERRAJOLI: “Per un costituzionalismo globale” 
[‘Toward a Global Constitutionalism’] (Part II) (Lecture in 
Italian) 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

17h00-17h30 Discussione / Discussion / Discussion / Diskussion 
Moderatore / Chair / Modérateur / Diskussionsleiter,  
DIMITRI D’ANDREA 

Hotel Castello-Seeschloss, Ascona  
 

19h30-21h30 Aperitivo e cena inaugurale (riservata ai Relatori, ai Docenti e 
ai Sostenitori) / Aperitif and Welcome Dinner (reserved to 
Lecturers, Faculty, and Sponsors) / Apéritif et souper de bienvenue 
(réservé aux Orateurs, Professeurs et Sponsors) / Eröffnungsapéro 
und Abendessen (reserviert für Redner, Dozenten und Förderer)
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Venerdì 11 settembre / Friday, September 11 / Vendredi 11 septembre / Freitag, 11. September 

Eranos, Ascona-Moscia 
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

08h45-09h00 Registrazione e accoglienza dei partecipanti al Convegno / 
Registration and welcome of Conference participants / Inscription 
et Acccueil des participants à la Conférence / Registrierung und 
Empfang der Tagungsteilnehmer

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

09h00-10h00 PETER ANTON MIESCHER LECTURE 2026:  
MARCUS THELEN: “Migration: A complex Task for a Single 
Cell” (Lecture in English) 
Moderatore / Chair / Modérateur / Diskussionsleiter, 
SANDRO RUSCONI 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

10h00-11h00 GENEVIÈVE FRAISSE: “Exclusive Democracy and Sexual 
Contract” (Part I) (Lecture in English) 

 11h00-11h30 Pausa caffè / Coffee break / Pause café / Kaffeepause 
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

11h30-12h30 GENEVIÈVE FRAISSE: “Exclusive Democracy and Sexual 
Contract” (Part II) (Lecture in English) 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

12h30-13h00 Discussione / Discussion / Discussion / Diskussion 
Moderatore / Chair / Modérateur / Diskussionsleiter, 
ADRIANO FABRIS 

Casa Gabriella / Gabriella House / 
Maison Gabriella / Gabriella-Haus 

13h00-14h30 Pranzo / Lunch / Dîner / Mittagessen 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

14h30-15h30 JOHN TRESCH: “Divine Anarchy” (Part I) (Lecture in
English) 
 

 15h30-16h00 Pausa / Break / Pause / Pause 
Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

16h00-17h00 JOHN TRESCH: “Divine Anarchy” (Part II) (Lecture in
English) 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

17h00-17h30 Discussione / Discussion / Discussion / Diskussion 
Moderatore / Chair / Modérateur / Diskussionsleiter, 
RICCARDO BERNARDINI 

 17h30-19h30 Tempo libero / Free time / Temps libre / Freizeit 
Casa Gabriella, Eranos / Gabriella 
Hause, Eranos / Maison Gabriella, Eranos 
/ Gabriella-Haus, Eranos 

19h30-21h30 Cena (riservata agli Oratori e ai Docenti) / Dinner (reserved to
Lecturers and Faculty) / Souper (réservé aux Orateurs et 
Professeurs) / Abendessen (reserviert für Redner und Dozenten  
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Sabato 12 settembre / Saturday, September 12 / Samedi 12 septembre / Samstag, 12. September 
Eranos, Ascona-Moscia

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

08h15-08h30 Accoglienza dei partecipanti al Convegno / Welcome of Conference 
participants / Acccueil des participants à la Conférence / Empfang der 
Tagungsteilnehmer 

   
 
 
 
 
08h30-08h50 
 
 
08h50-09h10 
 
09h10-09h30 
 
 
09h30-09h50 
 
 
09h50-10h10 
 
10h10-10h30 
 
10h30-10h50 
 
 
10h50-11h10 
 
11h10-11h30 
 
 
11h30-11h50 
 
11h50-12h10 
 
 
12h10-12h30 
 
 
12h30-12h50 
 
 
12h50-13h10 
 
 
13h10-13h30 
 
 

Seminario dottorale coordinato da / Ph.D. Seminar chaired by / 
Séminaire doctoral coordonné par / Doktorandenseminar 
koordiniert von DIMITRI D’ANDREA, ADRIANO FABRIS. GABRIELE 

GUERRA (Lectures in Italian) 
 

1. FRANCESCO MELITI (USI-FTL): “La possibilità di una 
humanitas nel rapporto tra dèmos ed éthnos secondo la 
visione di Edgar Morin” 

2. SARA PAUTASSO (UniPi): “‘Educazione e democrazia. 
Una riflessione a partire dal pensiero di John Dewey” 

3. ALESSANDRO NIERO (UniRm): “Goethe e il problema 
della democrazia: sul portato politico del rapporto tra 
individuo, corpo e humanitas” 

4. JIAVEI HAN (UniPi-UniFi): “La democrazia 
nell’orizzonte dell’essere-con: una rilettura 
fenomenologica” 

5. MANUELA MORETTI (USI-FTL): “L’ordine musicale della 
democrazia in María Zambrano. Un invito all’ascolto” 

6. EDOARDO GHEZZANI (UniPi): “La partecipazione 
negata. Storia di una invisibilità”  

7. JESSICA FEDERIGI (UniPi-UniFi): “Educazione liberale e 
crisi della democrazia di massa in Leo Strauss” 

 
Pausa caffè / Coffee break / Pause café / Kaffeepause  
 

8. ALIDA VETTURELLI (UniRm): “Il Matriarcato. Storia di 
una ricezione elitaria nella cultura tedesca del primo 
‘900” 

9. ANNA DORIA (UniPi): “Termidoro e la crisi della 
democrazia rivoluzionaria” 

10. ANDREA VICTORIA FAVA GODOY (USI-FTL): 
“Κοινωνία πολιτική: dèmos, democrazia e corpi 
intermedi”  

11. JACOPO VENÈ (UniPi): “Il tempo dell’inclusione. 
Pratiche educative e relazioni nella didattica 
contemporanea” 

12. EZIA LOCANTORE (UniPi): “Narrazione, cura e 
democrazia. La lettura interculturale come pratica di 
humanitas nei contesti educativi” 

13. EMANUELE PERRI (UniPi): “De coniuratione artificiali: 
assassinare la ‘democrazia letteraria’ con i foundation 
model”  

14. DANIELLA IANNINI LELARGE (UniPi): “Il dèmos nell’era 
della datificazione: democrazia e governance guidata dai 
dati” 

Sala delle conferenze di Casa Eranos / 
Lecture Hall of Eranos Hause / Salle de 
Conférences de la Maison Eranos / Eranos-
Haus Tagungssaal 

13h30 FABIO MERLINI: Chiusura del Convegno / Closing of the 
Conference / Conclusion de la Conférence / Abschluss der Tagung 

Casa Gabriella / Gabriella House / Maison 
Gabriella / Gabriella-Haus 

13h30-14h30 Pranzo conclusivo / Closing lunch / Dîner de clôture / Abschließendes 
Mittagessen
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RELATORI E ABSTRACT /  

LECTURERS AND ABSTRACTS / 
CONFÉRENCIERS ET RÉSUMÉS /  

REFERENTEN UND KURZFASSUNGEN 
 
 

“Per un costituzionalismo globale” 
 

LUIGI FERRAJOLI 
(Dipartimento di Giurisprudenza, Cattedra di Filosofia del Diritto, 

Università degli Studi RomaTre, Rome, Italy) 
 

(Lecture in Italian) 
 

Viviamo il momento più drammatico della storia dell’umanità. Il futuro del genere umano è minacciato da tre flagelli: il 
pericolo di una guerra nucleare, in un mondo sempre più armato, dominato dalla legge del più forte; il riscaldamento climatico 
che, se non arrestato, produrrà la distruzione delle condizioni di vita e l’inabitabilità del pianeta; la crescita delle disuguaglianze e 
delle violazioni dei diritti umani. Per salvare l’umanità serve una svolta: la trasformazione della Carta dell’ONU in una 
Costituzione della Terra che garantisca il disarmo globale, la tutela dei beni vitali della natura e la creazione di istituzioni globali 
di garanzia della salute, dell’istruzione e della sussistenza di tutti gli esseri umani. È quanto viene proposto dal progetto di 
Costituzione della Terra in 100 articoli pubblicato nei libri di Luigi Ferrajoli, Per una Costituzione della Terra. L’umanità al 
bivio (2022) e Progettare il futuro. Per un costituzionalismo globale (2025). 
 

LUIGI FERRAJOLI, graduated in Law at the University of Rome in 1962, acted as judge from 1967 to 1975. He served 
as Professor of General Theory of Law and of Philosophy of Law in the Faculty of Law of the University of Camerino (Italy) 
from 1970 to 2003. Since 2003, he is Professor of General Theory of Law in the Faculty of Law of the University of Rome 
3. He has been awarded Honoris Causa degrees by the Universities of Buenos Aires (1997), Lomas de Zamora (2005), La 
Plata (2005), Rosario (2007), Montevideo (2008), Toledo-Castilla La Mancha (2009), Ciudad de México (2010), Santa Fé 
(2010), Valparaíso (2011), Cordoba (2012), Tucuman (2012), Lima (2013), Arequipa (2013), and Rio de Janeiro (2013). 
He is Professor ad honorem of the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), Ciudad de México (2007), of the 
Universidad Andina Simón Bolívar, Quito (2011), of the Escuela Nacional de Formación Judicial, Ciudad de México 
(2012), and of the Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo (2014). He received the “Hector Fix-Zamudio” Award, 
Ciudad de México (2007). Among his publications, we mention here Diritto e ragione. Teoria del garantismo penale (1989, 
20089; Spanish ed., 20099; Brazilian ed., 20103), La sovranità nel mondo moderno (1997; Brazilian ed., 2002, 2006), La 
cultura giuridica nell'Italia del Novecento (1999), Derechos y garantías. La ley del más debil (20065), Diritti fondamentali 
(20083; Spanish ed., 20073), Razones jurídicas del pacifismo (2004), Epistemología jurídica y garantismo (2004), Garantismo. 
Una discusión sobre el derecho y la democracia (2006), Principia iuris. Teoria del diritto e della democrazia (3 vols., 2007; 
Spanish ed., 2011), Democracia y garantismo (2008), Poteri selvaggi. La crisi della democrazia italiana (2011, Spanish ed., 
2011), Sobre el constitucionalismo. Una conversación (with Juan Ruiz Manero, 2012), La democrazia attraverso i diritti (2013; 
Spanish ed., 2014), La logica del diritto (2016; Spanish ed., 2017), Escritos sobre derecho penal. Nacimiento, evolución y estado 
actual del garantismo penal (coord. Nicolás Guzmán, 4 vols., 2013–21), Manifesto per l’uguaglianza (2019; Spanish ed., 
2019), La costruzione della democrazia. Teoria del garantismo costituzionale (2021; Spanish ed., 2023), Perché una Costituzione 
della Terra? (2021), Per una Costituzione della Terra. L’umanità al bivio (2022; Spanish ed., 2022), Giustizia e politica. Crisi e 
rifondazione del garantismo penale (2023; Spanish ed., 2025), Progettare il futuro. Per un costituzionalismo globale (2025; 
Spanish ed., 2026), and Le dimensioni della democrazia costituzionale. Il futuro del costituzionalismo garantista (ed. Alberto 
Contu, 2025). 
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“Exclusive Democracy and Sexual Contract” 
 

GENEVIÈVE FRAISSE 
(Centre national de la recherche scientifique CNRS - Centre de Recherches sur les Arts et le Langage CRAL / 

École des hautes études en sciences sociales EHESS, Paris, France) 
 

(Lecture in English) 
 

At the dawn of the democratic era, in the 1800s, the principles of equality and freedom shaped a political society. It was an 
exclusive but not exclusionary democracy: certain categories of people—notably women—were excluded without being explicitly 
named. Strategies for emancipation would reflect the extent of this contradiction. But other unspoken assumptions predate this new 
construct: the social contract lacked the rigor to address private and intimate relationships and failed to properly conceptualize 
consent between people. The sexual contract is an unconsidered aspect of the social contract. Thus, two questions arise in our time 
regarding the issue of gender: what practices promote equality? What does it mean to be a free subject in the relationship between 
sexualized bodies? 
 

GENEVIÈVE FRAISSE is a philosopher, Director of research (emeritus) at the Centre national de la recherche scientifique 
CNRS – Centre de Recherches sur les Arts et le Langage CRAL / École des hautes études en sciences sociales EHESS, Paris, 
France. She passed the IPES competitive examination, then the CAPES. From 1973, bi-admissible at the agrégation, she taught 
Philosophy. She co-founded the journal “Révoltes Logiques” with Jacques Rancière in 1975. Seconded to the Institut 
national de recherche pédagogique INRP in 1977, she co-edited La Presse d’éducation et d'enseignement, XVIIIe siècle–1940 
(vols. I and II). She joined the CNRS in 1983 with the project “Les fondements philosophiques du discours féministe”. She 
helped found the Collège international de philosophie CIPH in 1984. She was a visiting researcher at the Institute for 
Advanced Study (Princeton) in 1990–91. Co-editor of 4th volume (XIX) of the Histoire des Femmes en Occident with Michelle 
Perrot (1991), she worked closely with women historians for some twenty years, from the late 1970s onwards. In 1997, she 
was awarded a doctorate from the EHESS and since 1997 has been Director of research at the CNRS, as well as visiting 
professor at Rutgers University (USA, 2000–02). Interministerial Delegate for Women’s Rights from 1997 to 1998 and 
Member of the European Parliament from 1999 to 2004, she was elected on the list led by Robert Hue and was an 
independent member of the European United Left/Nordic Green Left. She initiated two parliamentary reports, one on 
performing arts (2002), the other on women and sport (2003). She was producer at France Culture (L'Europe des idées) from 
2004 to 2008. From 2006 to 2010, she chaired the Scientific Committee of the Institut Émilie-du-Châtelet. From 2011 to 
2013, she taught a Philosophy course entitled “Pensée des sexes et démocratie” at the Institut d’études politiques de Paris 
IEP, as part of the Programme de Recherche et d’Enseignement des Savoirs sur le Genre PRESAGe. From 2015 to 2017, she 
contributed to the LibéRation de Philo, blog on Libération.fr. Among her publications, from 1979 until 2024, we list here 
Service ou servitude, essai sur les femmes toutes mains (1979, with the title Femmes toutes mains, essai sur le service domestique; 
2009; 2021), Clémence Royer, philosophe et femme de sciences (1830–1902) (1985; 2002), Muse de la raison, la démocratie 
exclusive et la différence des sexes, (1989; 1995; 2017), Les femmes et leur histoire (1998; 2019), Les deux gouvernements : la 
famille et la cité (2000; 2001; 2019), Le Mélange des sexes (2006), Du Consentement (2007; 2017; 2022), Le Privilège de 
Simone de Beauvoir (2008; 2018), L’Europe des idées, suivi de « Touriste en démocratie, chronique d’une élue au Parlement 
européen, 1999-2004 » (in collaboration with Christine Guedj, 2008), À côté́ du genre, sexe et philosophie de l’égalité́, (2010; 
2022), La Fabrique du féminisme (2012; 2022), Les Excès du genre, concept, image, nudité́ (2014; 2019), La Sexuation du 
monde, réflexions sur l'émancipation (2016), La Suite de l'Histoire, Actrices, créatrices (2019), Féminisme et philosophie (2020), 
Le féminisme, ça pense! (2023), and L’égalité sans retour (2024). 
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“La nation contre la démocratie : généalogie d’une trahison” 
 

CÉLINE SPECTOR 
(Unité de Formation et de Recherche de Philosophie,  

Sorbonne Université, Paris, France) 
 

(Lecture in French) 
 

Democracy requires a people. The modern nation appeared to supply one, but at a cost that remains insufficiently examined. 
This lecture argues that the relationship between nation and democracy is not merely complementary but structurally conflictual: 
the nation enabled the emergence of modern democracy while simultaneously harbouring the conditions of its possible corruption. 
Part I — The Nation as a pre-condition for modern democracy. How did democratic government come to be embodied at the scale 
of modern states? Going back to the Enlightenment, I will reconstruct the logic by which the nation provided democracy with its 
conditions of possibility: a bounded demos, a shared public sphere, and, above all, a principle of legitimacy capable of rivaling 
monarchy and the Church. Yet this foundation is ambiguous from the outset: the sovereign people instituted by democracy does not 
coincide with the organic people invoked by the nation. The demos is an open political construction; the national ethnos is a closed 
substance. Their superimposition, far from being natural, is a historical, political, and ideological decision whose implications must 
be fully assessed. The Rousseauian moment is decisive. The Social Contract articulates the general will as the expression of a political 
people rather than an ethnic community. Yet Rousseau’s insistence on the homogeneity of mores already contains, in latent form, the 
temptation of identitarian closure later exploited by nationalism. From the outset, therefore, the democratic foundation is marked 
by ambiguity: the sovereign people instituted by democracy does not coincide with the organic people invoked by the nation. The 
demos is an open, political construction; the national ethnos, a closed and substantialised entity. Their conflation is neither natural 
nor necessary, but the product of a historical and ideological operation. Its earliest systematic critique emerged within counter-
revolutionary thought: Burke, De Maistre, and Bonald rejected the idea of a people constituted through will and contract, 
affirming instead the nation as an organic and providential reality preceding human choice. A decisive shift occurs with Fichte’s 
Addresses to the German Nation (1807–08), which mark the passage from civic to cultural nationalism by substituting linguistic 
and cultural unity for political membership, thereby furnishing the conceptual resources for later radicalisations and racialization. 
Part II — Nationalism, or Democracy Reversed. If the nation can be a condition for democracy, nationalism represents its 
consummate betrayal. It will be shown that nationalism, understood as the absolutization of the nation as a pre-political reality, 
anterior and superior to the will of citizens, is not an accidental deviation but the logical reversal of the democratic principle: a 
demos that closes upon a fixed ethnic, cultural, or civilizational identity ceases to be the subject of a power it institutes for itself and 
becomes the instrument of a predetermined belonging. The equal freedom of citizens, the foundation of any democratic regime, is 
sacrificed on the altar of origins. In this sense, nationalism is not merely an external adversary of democracy; it is its constitutive 
pathology and enduring temptation. The European question provides a particularly revealing case: the argument that the absence of 
a pre-existing European people renders supranational democracy impossible – the no demos thesis –precisely reproduces the 
substantialist and ethnicized conception of the people that the critique of nationalism compels us to reject, and it invites us to 
imagine a demos no longer produced by an inherited identity, but by a political will in the making. 
 

CÉLINE SPECTOR is Professor of Political Philosophy at Sorbonne University in Paris (France) and Associate Professor 
at the Collège d’Europe in Bruges (Belgium). A former student of the École normale supérieure ENS in Paris, she has held 
visiting positions at institutions, including Stanford University, the University of Chicago, Kyoto University, and the 
University of Buenos Aires. Her research is situated at the intersection of the history of political thought and normative 
political theory; it focuses in particular on Enlightenment political philosophy (notably Montesquieu and Rousseau) and its 
contemporary legacy. Her publications include several monographs on Montesquieu, such as Montesquieu. Pouvoirs, richesses 
et sociétés (2004; 2011), Montesquieu et l’émergence de l’économie politique (2006), and Servitude et empire: Montesquieu, des 
Lettres persanes à L’Esprit des lois (2024), as well as works on Rousseau, including Rousseau: Les paradoxes de l’autonomie 
démocratique (2015), Rousseau (2019), and Émile: Rousseau et la morale expérimentale (2022). She is also the author of Éloges 
de l’injustice: La philosophie face à la déraison (2016) and No demos? Souveraineté et démocratie en Europe (2021; 2026; trans. 
K. Long, Whose Sovereignty? Democracy and the People in the European Union, 2026). In addition to her monographs, she has 
co-edited several collective volumes, including Rousseau and Locke: Critical Dialogues (2022) and Europe philosophique, 
Europe politique: L’héritage des Lumières (2022), which explores the intellectual foundations of modern political Europe. Her 
current research develops a genealogical and normative analysis of democracy beyond the nation-state, addressing issues of 
legitimacy, collective identity and political agency in contemporary Europe. She was awarded the Centre national de la 
recherche scientifique CNRS Silver Medal in 2024.  
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“ Migration: A complex Task for a Single Cell ” 
 

MARCUS THELEN  
(University of Bern / USI – Università della Svizzera Italiana,  
Istituto di ricerca in Biomedicina, Bellinzona, Switzerland) 

 
(Lecture in English) 

 
Migration is a ancient fundamental process of life on earth. Directional movement of multicellular organisms, like mammals, 

including humans, appear evident, but requires multiple sophisticated levels of coordination. First a destination, call it prey, is 
sensed (by whatever organ), and the brain decides to target. From the brain commands are sent over nerves to the musculature that 
orchestrates an organized movement towards the destination. Feet, which are required to keep contact with the ground (substrate), 
have on one side the task to give stability and on the other side to avoid slipping. Similarly, movement is essential for unicellular 
organisms such as amoeba that must migrate to reach food and to mate. In multicellular organisms, cell migration of individual 
cells is required for gastrulation, morphogenesis and organogenesis. Furthermore, the entire homeostasis of multicellular organisms 
relies on processes of cell migration including the process of immunosurveillance and immune defense. However, resting immune 
cells often do not adhere to a substrate, are unpolarized and their diverse sensing systems are equally distributed over the cell surface. 
Similarly, different integrins, proteins that mediate cell adhesion to the substrate, are also randomly distributed over the cell surface. 
The question arises how can they execute directional migration, target a destination and have the grip to move? Polarization, 
intracellular redistribution and localized activation of biomolecules, is a typical feature of migrating cells. 
 

MARCUS THELEN is a Swiss/German scientist who studied biochemistry in Tübingen (Germany) and received his 
degree from the Science Faculty of the University of Bern (Switzerland), studying mitochondrial respiration. Later he moved 
to the Theodor-Kocher Institute of the University of Bern, focusing on inflammatory processes and cell migration. After a 
two-year Post Doctoral training at the Rockefeller University in New York (USA) investigating leukocyte activation, he 
returned to Bern where he opened his laboratory on Signal Transduction supported by young career award from the Swiss 
National Science Foundation. From 2000 until his retirement in 2022, he was group leader at the Institute for Research in 
Biomedicine in Bellinzona. He is honorary emeritus Professor of the University of Bern and currently teaches at the 
Universities of Padua and “Sapienza” in Rome (Italy). His research focus is signal transduction in leukocytes involved in cell 
migration. Lately he studied how chemotactic cues are formed and maintained to direct cell migration during development, 
cancer, immune surveillance and immune responses. He has published about 150 papers in peer reviewed scientific journals.
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“Divine Anarchy” 
 

JOHN TRESCH 
(Mellon Chair of History of Art, Science, and Folk Practice,  

Warburg Institute, London, United Kingdom) 
 

(Lecture in English) 
 

Much work in the comparative history of religions—notably that of Mircea Eliade—argues that sacred hierarchies are 
essential to religious symbolism and practice. Such views suggest that it is only natural that the stratified order maintained by “sky-
gods” is reflected in kingship and other forms of earthly hierarchy. Yet religious rituals also often involve moments in which 
hierarchies are dissolved, even if only temporarily, in such “liminal” phases as the experience of “communitas” theorized by Victor 
Turner. In the history of the Eranos meetings, a connection between religion and the rejection of hierarchy can also be detected: for 
instance, Gershom Scholem advanced a “religious anarchism”; an antinomian spirit ran through the studies of ritual and religion 
by Paul Radin; and the theorist of mutual aid, Peter Kropotkin, once told the mother of Eranos founder, Olga Fröbe-Kapetyn, that 
she was an anarchist without realizing it. Drawing on histories of religion, anthropology, and anarchist thought— from the 19th 
century up to recent authors including Catherine Malabou and David Graeber— this talk explores the relationship between 
divinity, the sacred, and theories and practices of anarchism, mutual aid, and other forms of radical democracy. 
 

JOHN TRESCH is Professor of History of Art, Science, and Folk Practice at the Warburg Institute at the University of 
London. He has written two books on nineteenth-century interactions between science, industry, and romantic-era arts and 
philosophy, focused on France and the USA: The Romantic Machine: Utopian Science and Technology after Napoleon (2012) 
and The Reason for the Darkness of the Night: Edgar Allan Poe and the Forging of American Science (2021, translated into 
several languages). He also edited Aesthetics of Universal Knowledge (with Simon Schaffer and Pasquale Gagliardi, 2017). He 
has held fellowships at the École des hautes études en sciences sociales (EHESS) in Paris, the Max-Planck-Institut für 
Wissenschaftsgeschichte (MPIWG) in Berlin, and the New York Public Library, and is editor-in-chief of the History of 
Anthropology Review. His current book project is a history of modern science focused on representations of the universe, 
from the medieval era to the present, entitled Cosmograms: How to Do Things with Worlds. He is currently working also on a 
monograph entitled Behind the Jungian Century: Amplifying Archetypes from Ascona to Wakanda. 
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SEMINARIO DOTTORALE COORDINATO DAI DOCENTI /  

PH.D. SEMINAR CHAIRED BY PROFESSORS /  
SÉMINAIRE DOCTORAL COORDONNÉ PAR LES PROFESSEURS /  

DOKTORANDENSEMINAR UNTER DER LEITUNG DER DOZENTEN 
 
 

DIMITRI D’ANDREA is Full Professor of Political Philosophy at the Department of Political and Social Sciences 
(DSPS) at the Università degli Studi di Firenze (Italy). He has extensively worked on Modernity Theory, the transformation 
of modern politics (sovereignty, legitimacy, nation-State, conflicts, and political identity) in the global age, Shoah and 
political evil, the political and philosophical aspects of climate change. In recent years, starting from the work of Max 
Weber, he has worked on the concept of World Image (Weltbild) and the relationship between political institutions and 
subjectivity. Among his publications, we list here Prometeo e Ulisse. Natura umana e ordine politico in Thomas Hobbes (1997), 
L’incubo degli ultimi uomini. Etica e politica in Max Weber (2005), Felicità italiane. Un campionario filosofico (edited with E. 
Donaggio and E. Pulcini, 2016), Max Weber oggi. Ripensando politica e capitalismo (edited with C. Trigilia, 2018), and 
Pensare la politica. Una ricognizione interdisciplinare (edited with M. Bontempi and L. Mannori, 2020). 

 
ADRIANO FABRIS (Pisa, Italy) is Full Professor of Moral Philosophy at the University of Pisa (Italy), where he also 

teaches Ethics of Communication. At the same University, he serves as Director of the Interdisciplinary Center for Research 
in Communication. He is President of the National Society of Philosophy (Consulta Nazionale di Filosofia), Italy, and a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Golinelli Foundation. He is currently co-PI of the Transversal Project on AI Ethics 
and Deontology of the PNRR Fair Project and President (with Alfredo Rocha de la Torre) of the International Center of 
Studies on Contemporary Nihilism (based at the University of Tunja, Colombia). He is also Director of the Research 
Institute ReTe (Religions and Theology) of USI – University of Italian Switzerland, Faculty of Theology. In this field, he 
promoted researches on interreligious dialogue and on digital religions, as well as an international online Master Degree on 
Science, Philosophy, and Theology of Religions. Among his publications, we list Teologia e filosofia (2004), Heidegger (with 
A. Cimino, 2009), “Essere e tempo” di Heidegger. Introduzione alla lettura (2010), TeorEtica. Filosofia della Relazione (2010), 
La scelta del dialogo. Breviario filosofico per comunicare meglio (2011), Bild als Prozess. Neue Perspektiven einer Phänomologie 
des Sehens (with A. Lossi and U. Perone, 2011), Filosofia delle religioni (2012), Etica delle nuove tecnologie (2012), Il peccato 
originale come problema filosofico (2014), Il tempo esploso (2015), Ethical Issues in Internet Communication (2015), Twitter e la 
filosofia (2015), RelAzione. Una filosofia performativa (2016), Ethics of Information and Communication Technologies (2018), 
Etica per le tecnologie dell’informazione e della comunicazione (2019), Comunicazione (with G. Manetti, 2019), Etica del 
mangiare. Cibo e relazione (2019), Etica e ambiguità (2020), Trust. A Philosophical Approach (2020), L’amore ambiguo: 
Filosofia, neuroscienze, letteratura (2020), Ethics of Eating and Drinking. Food and Relations (2024), and the most recent La 
filosofia nell’epoca dell’intelligenza artificiale (2025). He also edited Di terra e di cielo. La comunicazione a servizio di una 
cultura dell’incontro. Manuale di comunicazione per seminaristi e animatori (with I. Maffeis, 2017), Etiche applicate. Una guida 
(2018), Carlo Maria Martini. La Scrittura e la Città (with M. Fidanzio and R. Roux, 2021), Heidegger. Una guida (2023), 
and Digital Environments and Human Relations (with S. Belardinelli, 2024). For the “Eranos Classics” series, he edited 
Ernesto Buonaiuti’s Palingenesis, Immortality, and Resurrection in Primitive Christianity (2020). 

 
GABRIELE GUERRA (Rome, Italy) is Associate Professor of German Literature at the Department of European, 

American, and Intercultural Studies at the “Sapienza” University of Rome. He studied at the “Sapienza” University of 
Rome, graduating in 1994 with a dissertation on Walter Benjamin; he then achieved his Ph.D. in Allgemeine und 
Vergleichende Literaturwissenschaft at the Freie Universität in Berlin, with a dissertation on the use of theological-religious 
categories in a series of German-Jewish thinkers and intellectuals between 1900 and 1930. His main research interests are 
German Jewry in the literature and thought of the first half of the 20th century, the Konservative Revolution and Ernst 
Jünger, the historical avant-garde at the intersection of aesthetics, politics, and religion, and more generally the connection 
between aesthetics and religion and between theology and politics in German Literature and Culture. He is member of the 
Associazione Italiana di Germanistica (AIG), the Hugo-Ball-Gesellschaft, the Stefan-George-Gesellschaft, and the Ernst und 
Friedrich Georg Jünger Gesellschaft, of the “Sapienza” University of Rome research groups “Acrobati del futuro: L’uomo 
nuovo delle avanguardie storiche tra critica del moderno e nuovi dispositivi antropologici” (2016-2019) and “L’Altro 
d’Oltrereno. Anthropological-narrative figures of Franco-German relations in the first half of the twentieth century” (2019). 
He is editor of the journal Links. Journal of German Literature and Culture. Zeitschrift für deutsche Literatur- und 
Kulturwissenschaft (Class A journal) and President of the Associazione Italiana Walter Benjamin. Among his writings, we list 
here: L’acrobata d’avanguardia. Hugo Ball tra Dada e mistica (2020), Spirito e storia. Saggi sull’ebraismo tedesco 1918-1933 
(2012), Das Judentum zwischen Anarchie und Theokratie. Eine religionspolitische Diskussion am Beispiel der Begegnung zwischen 
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Walter Benjamin und Gershom Scholem (2007), La forza della forma. Ernst Jünger dal 1918 al 1945 (2007), and the essay 
“Monte Verità. Topografie letterarie del corpo spirituale intorno al 1900”, in Per un atlante geostorico della letteratura tedesca 
(1900-1930) (eds. F. Fiorentino, M. Massalongo and G. Paolucci, 2021). 

 
 

CON LA PARTECIPAZIONE DEI DOCENTI OSPITI /  
WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF GUEST PROFESSORS /  

AVEC LA PARTICIPATION DES PROFESSEURS INVITÉS /  
MIT DER TEILNAHME VON GASTDOZENTEN 

 
 

PANOS MANTZIARAS is an architect-engineer from the National Technical University of Athens (NTUA). He received a 
M.A. degree in Architecture from the University of Pennsylvania, and a Ph.D. in Urban planning from the Université Paris 
VIII Vincennes – Saint-Denis. After having practiced as an architect in Greece and France, since 2010 serves as the head of 
the Office of Architectural, Urban, and Landscape Research at the Ministry of Culture and Communication. From this 
position, he has contributed to the orientation of the themes and methods of research in architecture in the forty 
Architecture Laboratories distributed in the twenty French National Schools of Architecture. Within this framework, he also 
launched the research programs, “Ignis mutat res: Architecture, City, and Landscape through the Prism of Energy” (2011–
2015) and “La grande ville 24 heures chrono” (2012–2013), which have highlighted the issues of energy and resource 
management by and for the disciplines of spatial transformation: architecture, urban planning, and landscape. He taught at 
Columbia University, the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL), and the Schools of architecture in Clermont-
Ferrand, Lyon, and Paris-Malaquais. He has also given numerous lectures in the United States, Canada, Germany, 
Switzerland, Finland, Italy, Spain, Greece, and Japan. Currently, he serves as Director of the Fondation Braillard 
Architectes, Geneva (Switzerland). He is the author of La ville-paysage : Rudolf Schwarz et la dissolution des villes (2008). He 
also directed the editions of Le sol des villes : Ressource et projet (with Paola Viganò, 2016), Inégalités urbaines : Du projet 
utopique au développement durable (with Isabelle Milbert and Paola Viganò, 2017), Urbanisme de l’espoir : Projeter des 
horizons d’attente (with Paola Viganò, 2018), Racines modernes de la ville contemporaine : Distances et formes de résilience (with 
Paola Viganò, 2019), and Dessiner la transition : Dispositifs pour une métropole écologique (with Bernard Declève, Roselyne de 
Lestrange, and Hélène Gallezot, 2020). 

 
LEONARD MAZZONE teaches Social and Political Philosophy in the Department of Social and Political Sciences at the 

University of Florence. His main areas of research are the philosophy of work, theories of violence, power, domination, and 
emancipation, as well as the works of Elias Canetti. Among his publications, we note here Una teoria negativa della giustizia. 
Per un’etica del conflitto contro i mali comuni (2014), Introduzione a Elias Canetti. La scrittura come professione (2017), Il 
principio possibilità. Masse, potere e metamorfosi nell’opera di Elias Canetti (2017), Ipocrisia. Storia e critica del più socievole dei 
vizi (2020), Superficialismo radicale. Soggetti, emancipazione e politica (with Mirko Alagna, 2021), Le imprese recuperate in 
Italia. Da un lavoro di inchiesta del Collettivo di Ricerca Sociale (with Romolo Calcagno, 2022), Geografia, territorio, relazioni 
(with Aldo Bonomi and Claudio Villiot, 2023), and Democratic Hypocrisy. Domination, Egalitarian Criticism and Apologetic 
Narratives (2023). He has also published several articles in Italian and international journals such as “Filosofia Politica,” 
“Politica e società,” “Iride,” “European Journal of Political Theory,” and “Theoria.” 
 

SARANTIS THANOPULOS, Training Analyst of the Società Psicoanalitica Italiana (SPI), served as its President from 2021 
until 2025. His research mainly concerns Greek tragedy, psychoanalytic interpretation, transmission of grief between 
generations, female sexuality and sexual differences, dreaming, and psychosis. He contributes weekly to the Manifesto for 
the column “Verità nascoste”. He has published the following books: Eredità della tragedia (with Andreas Giannakoulas, 
2006), Ipotesi gay. Materiali per un confronto (with Olga Pozzi, 2006), Lo spazio dell’interpretazione, 2009), Desiderio e legge 
(with Fabio Ciaramelli, 2016), Il desiderio che ama il lutto (2016), Psicoanalisi delle psicosi. Prospettive attuali (edited with 
Riccardo Lombardi and Luigi Rinaldi, 2018), Verità nascoste. Riflessioni inattuali sulla vita comune (2018), Il diavolo veste 
ISIS. Lo straniero di casa (2018), La solitudine della donna (2018), La città e le sue emozioni (2019), and the most recent Il 
pensiero affettivo (with Ginevra Bompiani, 2024). He lives and works in Naples. 
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ISCRIZIONI 

 
Il Convegno è a numero chiuso. Per questa ragione, l'iscrizione è obbligatoria, via email, scrivendo a 

info@eranosfoundation.org. L’iscrizione al Convegno è confermata al momento del pagamento della quota di 
iscrizione. In caso di annullamento non è previsto nessun rimborso. 

 
La quota di partecipazione è di CHF 155.- per l’intero Convegno, da mercoledì a sabato, e include 3 pranzi e le pause 
caffé / CHF 120.- per il Convegno da mercoledì a venerdì, e include 2 pranzi e le pause caffé / CHF 60.- per giornata 

singola, e include un pranzo e le pause caffé. 
 

REGISTRATION 
 

Please note that the Conference has limited places. For this reason, registration is required and must be completed by 
emailing info@eranosfoundation.org. Registration for the Conference is confirmed upon payment of the registration fee. No 

refunds will be issued in the event of cancellation. 
 

The registration fee is CHF 155.- for the entire Conference, from Wednesday through Saturday, and includes 3 lunches and 
coffee breaks; CHF 120.- for the Conference from Wednesday through Friday, and includes 2 lunches and coffee breaks; 

CHF 60.- per day, and includes one lunch and coffee breaks. 
 
 

TRASPORTO 
 

A Eranos non vi sono parcheggi per automobili. È possibile raggiungere Eranos con bus (n. 316) o il taxi da Ascona. 
Non è possibile pernottare in Fondazione durante il Convegno. 

 
TRANSPORT 

 
Please, note that there are no parking places at Eranos. You may reach Eranos from Ascona by bus (no. 316) or by taxi cab. 

It is not possible to stay overnight at the Foundation during the Conference. 
 
 

LINGUA 
 

Le conferenze saranno in lingua inglese, italiana o francese a dipendenza del relatore.  
Non è prevista una traduzione simultanea. 

 
LANGUAGE 

 
The lectures will be held in English, Italian, or French, depending on the lecturer.  

Simultaneous translation is not provided. 
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